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" PARIS, Feb. 6.—The Conference today,
Reard the claims of the King of Hedj4z
as explained by the delegation headed
by. Prince Feisal, a picturesque Arabi
who . wears a khaki uniforrn and the
resplendent headdress of the chicfs. of
his nation. It is not to be supposed that
the presentation of -the case of this re-
cently created monarchy—for the  King
of Hedjaz was until the later stages of
the war known as the Grand Shereef
Hussein-—could create disturbance with-
in the inner circle of the Council of
Tdn, but it has caused at least a ripple
of excitement on the surface of the Con-
ference. ,

'In one section of the Paris press there
appears today a vehement onslaught on
the procedure of the ‘‘Big Five' in call-
ing Prince Feisal before them. The
King of Hedjaz, it is asserted, is merely
& vassal of Great Britain, receiving
British subsidies and speaking only by
the British book. Why, it is asked,
should a serious-minded conference
listen to claims which were on a par
with the stories of the Arablan Nights?
One French paper remarks that ‘‘the
valiant Emir is asking for Xedjaz the
whole Arab world, including Syria and
Mesopotamia, Damascus and Bagdad.

1ike most generalizations, this sweep-
$ng assertion is hardly in strict ac-
ecardance with the facts; nevertheless,
there are aspects of the Hedjaz claims
to which from the French point of view
there are =serious objections. As? for
the charge that the King of Hedjaz
is merely a vassal in British pay, it is
pointed out that his actual Indepondence
was recognized by the Allies socn after
he had in November, 1916, assumed his
new title at the request of the Ulema
and notables of Alecca, which contains
the tomb of the Prophet and is the
holy city of the Mohamedans, and that
the subsidies he received from Britain
were war grants furnished for the prose-
cution of the war, just llke those made
to other countries fighting Germany and
her allles.

- The main difficulty in connection with
this particular problem lies in the trea-
ty concluded between Great Britain and
the Xing of Hedjaz, under which Da-
mascus was to be included in the terri-
tory awarded to Hedjaz. Damascus lies
near the border line between what were
generally looked upon as likely to be
the spheres of control of Great Britain
and France. According to this purely
tentative demarkation of spheres of in-
fluence, Palestine, from near the S&a. of
Galilee to the Egyptian border, would
_be placed under the aegls of Great Brit-
ain, acting as special guardian of the
newly constituted Zionist nation, while
the ocountry north of the Sea of Galilee
to Asia Minor would be within the
.&5phere of French influence. One section
&t least of Trench opinion is strongly
opposed to Damascus remaining under
control of the King of Hedjas, by whom
it-18 now being administered.

It i8 quite obvious that, while the
Council of Ten may have considered
that it had good reason to listen to the
Hedjaz claims, their consideration of
them must be merged in the solution of
the much greater question of the dis-
position of all the Turkish dominions in
Asia now occupied by the Allies. It was
stated this afternoon that the probable
courses of action by the Courcil would
be that, after hearing Prince Feisal's
presentation of the Hedjaz case, it would
refer these special claims to a commit-
tee which should study them in their
realation to the whole problem of Turk-
ish settlement.

The particular difficulties of the Hed-
Jaz affalr are orgy one illustration of
many complexities of the whole ques-
ton. ‘* America to the rescue!” is the
glogan heard In some quarters where

it is urged that European rivalries in
Asiatic Turkeyv c¢en best be disposed of
by the United States undertaking the
administration of terﬁtov‘where it is
universally agreed that it could have
no selfish purposes to serve.
‘Fallilng American assistance, the dis-
gition of the Turkish dominions under
e trusteeship of the various European
powers most interested will undoubt-
edly present many difficulties, but
“none which is in any sense insuperable.
In fact, speculation is zalready Kkeenly
- at work over warlous schemes of dis-
tribution under which this, that and
the other special -interest of Great
Britain, France, - Italy and Greece can
be conciliated by processes of com-
promize. The study of these processes
will be the work of special committees;
so0 that at this stage it would be idle
to . predict which power, for instance,
aha.ﬁ be trustee for Constantinople or
E‘h:_ k?ther cities and territorles of the
r ) -

England_. Suggested as Mandatory.

~ PARIS, Feb. 8.—The Supreme Council
today heard the claim of Hussein, King
of Hedjaz, speaking through. his son,
Prince Feisal. The Prince maintained
that Arabia, including Syria and Aleso-

potamia, had a non-Arabic population
of less than 1 per cent., and that the
rinciples of nationality enunciated by
resfdent Wilson should leave the Arabs
to govern Arabia, with possibly some
mandatory to develop intercourse with.
- the outside world. .
. .The Prince is said to have advocated
-Great ' Britain as the mandatory for
Arabia: This has aroused sharp criti-
cism -from French newspapers, owing
to the French interests in Syria. The
~semi-official Temps -asserted today that
the Prince had received large British
subventions, and asked in an editorial:
-+** Has the Prince who addressed the
Kreat powers today some particularly
frea.t powers today some particular ob-
jgation toward some of his hearers?”
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